The TOEFL iBT Listening section is designed to assess your capability to comprehend
conversations and lectures in English. The test consists of listening for basic comprehension,
pragmatic understanding (speaker's attitude and degree of certainty) and connecting and
synthesizing information.

Types of Listening items Time No. of Questions
3-4 lectures 3-5 minutes long 6 questions per lecture
2—3 conversations 3 minutes long 5 questions per conversation

TOEFL Listening Question Types:

Detail Question:
In this question type you need to understand specific pieces of factual information that is directly
stated in the passage.

Main Idea
The main idea deals with identifying the primary purpose of a conversation or lecture. The key
skill here is to understand what the conversation or lecture is about.

Inference
The aim of these questions is to test your ability to make logical assumptions and connections by
using the information in the context and coming up with a conclusion.

Organization
This type of questions is almost exclusively used for lectures. It assesses your ability in
recognizing the relationship between different pieces of information presented.

Attitude
These questions test your understanding of the speaker's attitude or their feelings about
something. You need to infer the speaker’s attitude or opinion.

Function
These questions test your understanding of pragmatics, or the implied meaning that you get from
the context. It is important to understand the reasonwhy a specific thing is said.

Categorizing

This question tests your ability to recognize the organization of the information in a lecture or a
conversation, recognize the sequence of information, identifying the main steps of a process and
summarizing a process with its main steps.
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